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L E X I N G T O N ,  K E N T U C K Y

Drawing on the last  twenty- f ive years of  scholarsh ip in cr i t ica l  car tography and cr i t ica l  GIS,  th is 
workshop begins f rom the premise that  maps are more than windows on the wor ld.  Maps do not 
on ly  prov ide a record of  geographic phenomena but  a lso actua l ly  impact the condi t ions of  knowing 
i tse l f .  Th is ‘more- than-representat iona l ’  v iewpoint  enables a product ive urgency at  the hear t  o f 
a co l laborat ive or  par t ic ipatory mapping endeavor.  Therefore,  the goa l  for  th is  course was to 
prepare each student  as a responsive and responsib le mapmaker,  a t  a moment in  d ig i ta l  cu l ture 
when there are many maps but few stor ies being told through them .  To meet th is  goa l ,  th is 
course fur thers the concept of  the communi ty  mapshop --  an in tens ive stud io exper ience in which 
students use mapping technolog ies in co l laborat ion,  when appropr ia te,  wi th communi ty  par tners. 
These par tnersh ips have invo lved students in a fu l l  range of  co l laborat ive mapmaking:  work ing wi th 
peers and communi ty  par tners to invest  in  a study area,  acqui r ing and prepar ing data for  spat ia l 
ana lyses,  communicat ing wi th those impacted by or  impl icated in these ana lyses,  and producing 
compel l ing geographic representat ions.



T H E  N O R T H E A S T  Q U A D R A N T

“A reg iona l  s tudy must  be done by a geographer who ca l ls  the reg ion home. I t  is  imposs ib le to 
understand the ne ighborhood wi thout  be ing a ne ighbor.  .  .  .  [T ]he geographer gets a p iece of  the 
ne ighborhood, but  then the ne ighborhood gets a p iece of  the geographer.”  (Bunge, F i tzgera ld, 
1971, xxx,  as c i ted in Preston and W i lson 2014) 

Our communi ty  mapshop ends large ly  where i t  begins --  wi th a recogni t ion that  we, at  the 
Univers i ty  of  Kentucky,  must  do much more to educate ourse lves as to the condi t ions of  our 
communi t ies.  These communi t ies are not  mere ly  conta iners for  the Univers i ty.  Instead these 
p laces are the const i tu t ing mater ia ls ,  energ ies,  and peoples that  make our  campus poss ib le. 
In  th is  course,  we have sought to bet ter  understand the dynamics of  what  we have ca l led the 
Nor theast  Quadrant  of  Lex ington,  Kentucky,  an area composed of  over  a dozen ne ighborhoods 
between Newtown P ike and W inchester  Road, f rom Main St reet  downtown, st retch ing out  toward 
Loudon and New Ci rc le Road. Far  f rom homogeneous, the Nor theast  Quadrant  is  dynamic,  and 
our  at tempts to represent  the var iegat ion,  rhythms, and in tens i t ies are not  meant to be the story of 
or  for  these ne ighborhoods. More modest ly,  we create these representat ions as souveni rs of  our 
journey,  which is  just  get t ing star ted.  We hope they might  provoke others to get  invo lved.
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+ Food Network

+ Educat ion Opportunit ies

+ Modes of  Travel

+ Bus Shelter  Inequity

+ Uneven Housing Landscape

+ Wif i  Inequity

+ Blue Grass Trust  P laque Program

+ Facade Dichotomy

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S



Food Network works to eva luate the access ib i l i ty  o f  food resources wi th in the Nor theast  Quadrant 
of  Lex ington,  Kentucky.  The greater  area expressed in th is  pro ject  is  wi th in the bounds of  East 
3rd,  East  Loudon, Nor th L imestone, and W inchester  Road. The W i l l iam Wel ls  Brown communi ty 
was chosen as a bas is for  th is  pro ject  in  order  to create a representat ion of  communi ty  assets and 
l imi ta t ions in connect ion to food ava i lab i l i ty.  The goal  is  to prov ide mater ia l  that  can a id in fur ther 
deve lopment and suppor t  o f  communi ty  a id which can represent  a co l lect ive vo ice and ident i ty 
of  the area dur ing processes of  deve lopment which have changed the landscape of  much of 
Nor theast  Lex ington.

W i l l iam Wel ls  Brown E lementary School  has represented a hub for  the area for  many ind iv idua ls 
l i v ing wi th in the communi ty.  Deve lop ing a study around th is area has worked to create a 
representat ion of  the resources ava i lab le and poss ib le co l laborat ions that  can be deve loped in 
order  to st rengthen th is  communi ty  center.  The pro ject  inc ludes maps based on food ava i lab i l i ty 
through a co l lect ive of  food types,  da i ly  access ib i l i ty  o f  food and acceptance of  food stamps, as 
wel l  as opt ions for  f ree and food program a id.  To represent  the overa l l  idea of  the pro ject ,  maps 
are inc luded to represent  poss ib le journeys ind iv idua ls wi th in the communi ty  are exposed to as a 
way to ident i fy  not  on ly  inequal i ty  in  food ava i lab i l i ty  but  to prov ide connect ions to improvements 
and poss ib le fu ture change in the communi ty. 



F o o d  N e t w o r k



Convenience Store

Depar tment Store

Dol la r  Store

Fru i t /Vegetable Market

Fu l l -Serv ice Restaurant

Grocery

L imi ted-Serv ice Restaurant

Non-Alcohol ic  Snack/Dr ink

Pharmacy

Specia l ty

Supermarket

TYPES OF FOOD SOURCES

The Locat ion for  th is  map is  in  Nor theast  Lex ington and the focused study area is  between Nor th 
L imestone, W inchester  Rd, East  3rd St ,  and East  Loudon Ave.  Th is area wi l l  be re fer red to as 
the W i l l iam Wel ls  Brown study d is t r ic t .  Th is area has an above average rate of  pover ty  and an 
apparent  decl ine in food resources compared to other  nearby areas. 



F o o d  N e t w o r k

Non-Alcohol ic  Snack/Dr ink



MARKETS THAT ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS

These are the markets in the Nor theast  par t  o f  Lex ington and speci f ica l ly  near  the W i l l iam Wel ls 
Brown area.  These markets are those that  accept food stamps which many people in th is  area re ly 
on for  a cons is tent  consumpt ion of  grocer ies.  The darker  shade polygons around these markets 
are ha l f  mi le networks around the markets.  Th is a lso shows that  people who l ive in th is  area 
have a good amount of  opt ions of  markets wi th in walk ing d is tance. The networks are formed by 
ca lcu lat ing a ha l f  mi le d is tance around each market  by us ing the roads wi th s idewalks.  Th is then 
g ives a more accurate area than to s imply show a ha l f  mi le rad ius as the crow f l ies around these 
markets.

+ Progress Market
+ Neighborhood Grocery
+ F&D Market
+ Gr i f f i th ’s  Market
+ M&M Grocery
+ Pak and Save Supermarkets



F o o d  N e t w o r k



MARKETS THAT DO NOT ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS

These are the markets in the W i l l iam Wel ls  Brown area that  do not  accept food stamps. I t  can be 
observed that  compared to the other  markets,  there are far  fewer that  do not  accept food stamps 
than those that  do accept food stamps. Unfor tunate ly,  these two markets are a lso the ones 
opened the la test  especia l ly  on the weekends which can become an inconvenience for  those who 
want to use food stamps, but  on ly  have the n ight  ava i lab le to go to one of  these markets.  The 
networks are formed by ca lcu lat ing a ha l f  mi le d is tance around each market  by us ing the roads 
wi th s idewalks.  Th is then g ives a more accurate area than to s imply show a ha l f  mi le rad ius as the 
crow f l ies around these markets. 

+ Subci ty  Market
+ Ohio St reet  Market



F o o d  N e t w o r k



ORGANIC AND FOOD AID AVAILABIL ITY

The fo l lowing map represents the access ib i l i ty  o f  f ree organ ic and non-prof i t  food a id wi th in 
and sur rounding the focus area of  the W i l l iam Wel ls  Brown communi ty.  The a im of  th is  s tudy is 
to deve lop a communi ty  asset  map that  represents a l l  the poss ib le opt ions res idents wi th in th is 
area have to an access ib le food source.  Food resources are character ized by prov id ing f ree food 
ava i lab i l i ty,  food program a id,  or  food educat ion.  Some of  the main issues exposed through th is 
pro ject  ident i fy  that  the W i l l iam Wel ls  Brown communi ty  has pr imary access to food sources that 
are outs ide the range of  food program a id.  Those programs that  do prov ide an access to f ree 
or  non-prof i t  food a id have a severe l imi ta t ion on seasonal  access ib i l i ty  wi th in the communi ty. 
Communi ty  gardens are a va luable food source wi th in seasonal  ava i lab i l i ty  but  l imi t  the access 
ind iv idua ls and fami l ies have to food a id when outs ide the season. The same issue occurs wi th 
non-prof i t  food a id dur ing seasons that  represent  less funding and suppor t  f rom outs ide sources.

Food Resources W i th in W i l l iam Wel ls  Brown
+ The Nest
+ EZ Kids Cafe
+ Ohio St reet  Communi ty  Garden
+ E lm Tree Garden
+ W i l l iam Wel ls  Brown Communi ty  Center
+ Race St reet  Food Forest
+ London Fer re l  Communi ty  Garden
+ 4th St reet  Champion

Educat iona l

Educat iona l /Food Program

Food Program

Free Organic

W i l l iam Wel ls  Brown Area



F o o d  N e t w o r k



PROFILE 1
B. SMITH
 PERSONAL INFORMATION

 + F i rs t  Sh i f t  (9am-5pm)
 
 + Sing le Parent  who works whi le  ch i ld is  at  school
  
 + Only ava i lab le access to food are wi th in the t imes af ter  sh i f t  end and before   
    re turn ing home (5pm-9pm)
  

 FOOD ACCESS
  
 + Food Opt ions:  Bread, Mi lk ,  Eggs,  Canned Food, Snacks,  Bot t led Dr inks,  A lcohol
  
 + Featured Sel ls :  A lcohol ,  Cigaret tes,  Canned Food, Snacks
  
 + L imi ta t ions:  Seasonal  Ava i lab i l i ty,  Organic Opt ions,  Food Aid Acceptance
 



AVAILABIL ITY

Smith has a l imi ted access to essent ia l  food sa les 
prov ided f rom loca l  markets.  Market  access inc ludes 
M&M Grocery and Ohio St reet  Market  which are both 
wi th in a ha l f  mi le walk ing d is tance of  the i r  p lace of 
res idence. Other  opt ions inc lude access to f ree and 
food program a id through communi ty  gardens such as 
the 4th St reet  and E lm Tree garden and the 3rd St reet 
and Mar t in  Luther  K ing Blvd garden.

CONNECTIONS TO CHANGE

Developments for  the l imi ta t ions represented to res idents such as Smith could be made by foster ing 
connect ions to coa l i t ions wi th organ izat ions such as Bet ter  B i tes and Good Neighbor Stores.  Coal i t ions 
can a id in the deve lopment of  opt ions for  hea l th ier  access to food and create loca l  markets that  are 
access ib le and communi ty  dr iven.

F o o d  N e t w o r k

Work - Transylvania University

Home - Silver Maple Way

WORKPLACE RESIDENCE
ROUTE TO

RESIDENCE
ROUTE TO

WORKPLACE



PROFILE 2
R.JONES
 PERSONAL INFORMATION

 + Second Shi f t  (2pm-10pm)
  
 + Works Monday,  Wednesday,  and Fr iday
  
 + Trave ls to BCTC on the Newtown campus for  school  and b ikes to work in the evening 
  
 + Only ava i lab le access to food is  wi th in the t imes between school  and work or  a f ter   
    sh i f t  end (Noon-2pm, 10pm-Midnight )

 
 FOOD ACCESS
  
 + Food Opt ions:  Smal l  De l i ,  Canned Food, Snacks,  Bot t led Dr inks,  A lcohol
 
 + Featured Sel ls :  A lcohol ,  Cigaret tes,  Snacks

 + L imi ta t ions:  Seasonal  Ava i lab i l i ty,  Organic Opt ions,  Food Aid Acceptance, Transpor tat ion



F o o d  N e t w o r k

AVAILABIL ITY

Jones on ly  has access to two markets that  are ava i lab le 
dur ing the t imes they have ava i lab le to obta in food. Of 
the two markets that  are open, there is  l i t t le  access to 
essent ia l  food choices and food a id programs such as 
food stamps are not  accepted.
Other  opt ions to food would invo lve t rave l ing outs ide 
the range of  res idence in order  to obta in f ree or  food 
program a id. 

CONNECTIONS TO CHANGE

Greater  access to publ ic  t ranspor tat ion and loca l  educat ion could a id in creat ing a bet ter 
connect ion to food wi th in the communi ty.  Deve lopment of  coa l i t ions wi th loca l  non-prof i ts  and 
Univers i ty  organ izat ions can a id in br ing ing greater  at tent ion to f ree and ava i lab le food as wel l 
as hea l th and food educat ion wi th in the communi ty.  Loca l  green space and communi ty  centers 
can represent  educat iona l  p la t forms, communi ty  k i tchens,  and year  round communi ty  gardens 
that  not  on ly  prov ide access to hea l th ier  food opt ions but  an access to communi ty  connect iv i ty. 
Such spaces could inc lude The Bread Box and the W i l l iam Wel ls  Brown E lementary School  and 
Communi ty  Center.

Home - Belt Line Avenue

Work - Columbia Steakhouse

Work - BCTC



PROFILE 3
T.  YOUNG
 PERSONAL INFORMATION

 + Th i rd Shi f t  (10pm-6am)
  
 + Marr ied wi th two ch i ldren in e lementary school
  
 + Carpools to work and cares for  ch i ldren unt i l  par tner  returns home af ter  sh i f t  end (3-7pm) 
  
 + Only ava i lab le access to food is  in  the morn ing af ter  sh i f t  end or  in  the af ternoon before  
    the ch i ldren return home (6am-8am, 1pm-3pm)
 
 FOOD ACCESS
  
 + Food Opt ions:  Smal l  De l i ,  Bread, Mi lk ,  Eggs,  Meat,  Canned Food, Snacks,  Bot t led  
    Dr inks,  A lcohol

 + Featured Sel ls :  A lcohol ,  Cigaret tes,  Snacks,  Del i  Opt ions,  Meat

 + L imi ta t ions:  Seasonal  Ava i lab i l i ty,  Organic Opt ions,  Food Aid Acceptance, Sani tar y Food  
    Preparat ion and Storage



F o o d  N e t w o r k

AVAILABIL ITY

Young has the greatest  access to food ava i lab i l i ty  wi th 
severa l  markets wi th in a ha l f  mi le walk ing d is tance 
of  the i r  p lace of  res idence. Markets inc lude Gr i f f i th ’s 
Market ,  Pak & Save,  and Subci ty  Market .
Other  opt ions to food inc lude f ree loca l  communi ty 
gardens such as the Nelson/W ithrow and W i l l iam Wel ls 
Brown communi ty  center. 

CONNECTIONS TO CHANGE

Developments can be made to create access to safe food and shopping env i ronments by work ing 
on coa l i t ions that  ex is t  wi th organ izat ions such as the Good Neighbor Stores.  Educat ion on the 
access and preparat ion of  hea l thy food can be made by deve lop ing on programming such as 
Bet ter  B i tes and the E7 Kids Café.  Fur ther ing educat ion on communi ty  grants and programming 
such as Bluegrass Double Dol la rs could a id in greater  access to hea l thy food opt ions in areas 
such as the Lex ington Market  and the greater  Lex ington Farmer ’s Market . 

Work - FactoryHome - Mustang Crossing Drive



This map shows where schools are located within, and near this Northeast quadrant of Lexington. The two schools located 
within the quadrant are (WWB) William Wells Brown elementary (located in the middle of the three) and Harrison elementary 
(located towards the top). Ashland elementary is located right outside of the quadrant boundary, at the bottom. These 
three schools were compared because of their school performance rankings. William Wells Brown is ranked as the number 
one failed school in all of Kentucky. Harrison elementary is ranked with a 5 out 10, which is the highest ranking within 
this quadrant. Ashland elementary is ranked with a 10 out of 10, which means it is one of the best performing schools in 
Lexington, and it is only less than a mile away from the number one failed school on all of Kentucky (WWB). 

After collecting, analyzing and comparing a variety of data from these communities, many contributing factors were 
determined. These included, student race, free and reduced lunch percentage based on household income, amount 
of green space/playgrounds located around the schools, and the surrounding neighborhood communities. The majority 
of students attending WWB and Harrison elementary are African-American and 96% qualify for free and reduced lunch. 
Students who attend Ashland elementary mostly White and only 42% qualify for free and reduced lunch. WWB is the 
newest school and has the most green space surrounding the facility. Harrison elementary has limited green space and 
Ashland elementary barely has any. WWB is located in a mixed neighborhood, where old houses are being replaced 
with newer, unaffordable houses and town-homes. Harrison is located in a historic neighborhood filled with huge, old 
houses, and Ashland elementary is located within a residential developed neighborhood. After learning about the student 
demographics and analyzing the environment and communities that surround these schools, the focus switched more onto 
the teachers. Finding out where these teachers are coming from to attend these schools to work was the next step in the 
research process. The Fayette County Research Team were able to create a data set of all the teacher home zip codes for 
each school. These maps are on the next page. school. These maps are on the next page.



E d u c a t i o n  O p p o r t u n i t i e s



The teacher zip code data is represented in these three maps, one for each school. The darker the area is, the more 
teachers live in that area. The lighter the area gets, the less teachers live in that area. 

The range of travel time for teachers at Harrison elementary was 15-45 minutes, with the majority of teachers living within 
the 15 minute commute time. However, the teachers of this school live more spread out than the other two schools.  

The range of travel time for teachers at William Wells Brown is 14 minutes to an hour, with the majority of teachers living 
within the 30 commute time.

The range of travel time for teachers at Ashland elementary is 8 - 31 minutes, with the majority of teachers living within the 
17 minute commute time. This map shows that the teachers are living within closer ranges when comparing to the other 
two schools. 

We can assume from these maps that when teachers live more closely in range to one another that the school 
performance is better. Also, the lesser the commute time, the more successful the school is. This is just based on an 
assumption though, many other factors can contribute to school performance. 

POPULATION DENSITY



E d u c a t i o n  O p p o r t u n i t i e s

Ashland E lementary Harr ison E lementary W i l l iam Wel ls  Brown E lementary



MONEY = ACCESS

Per AAA, the average annual  cost  of  mainta in ing a smal l  sedan is  $6957, or  $19.33 per  day.  Via 
b icyc l ing.com, the cost  of  mainta in ing a b icyc le is  $300 a year,  or  82 cents per  day.  Purchas ing a 
month ly  Lext ran bus pass averages to approx imate ly  $1 a day.   As such, assuming a 25mph c i ty 
dr iv ing speed, access to a car  cost  24 t imes that  of  a b ike and reduces t rave l  t ime by a lmost  two-
th i rds.  Buses prov ide longer d is tance access but  on f ixed routes and t imes. As for  walk ing,  a lmost 
$20 per  day reduces a 3 mi le t r ip f rom an hour to 7 minutes,  i f  you can af ford i t .  The in teract ive 
map, shown here,  re f lected an ef for t  to understand how much more t ime is  spent  i f  you don’ t  have 
the money to spend on a car.



M o d e s  o f  T r a v e l

This trip would take...
37 minutes on foot
13 minutes by bike
5 minutes by car/25mph

GOOD SAMARITAN
310 S L imestone
1.918 mi les f rom the c l ick po int



As an example,  cons ider  the case of  the f ic t iona l  520 Ohio St reet ,  and a t r ip to the nearest 
pharmacy,  a loca l  R i te-A id.  Th is map cons iders the modal  d i f fe rences between t rave l ing v ia foot , 
b icyc le,  bus,  and car.   I f  you can af ford a car,  then the t r ip is  a qu ick four  minutes in a personal , 
c l imate-cont ro l led env i ronment.   I f  you can’ t ,  however,  a r ide that  takes four  minutes by car 
becomes a 42-minute t r ip by bus ( two routes and a t ransfer ) .   A b icyc le would take approx imate ly 
seven minutes and e ighteen minutes on foot .   These last  two modes become more cha l lenged 
though, when you cons ider  weather,  how much you have to car r y,  and i f  you need to take the k ids. 



M o d e s  o f  T r a v e l

RITE A ID
130 West Loudon Avenue
.689 mi les f rom the c l ick po int

This trip would take...
13 minutes on foot
5 minutes by bike
2 minutes by car/25mph



INTERSECTING NETWORKS: MAPPING STUDY AREA BUS ROUTES

Eight  routes in tersect  the se lected s i te area.  In  order  to compare the spat ia l  d is t r ibut ion and 
qual i ty  o f  bus she l ters outs ide of  the study area,  we inc luded the Red Mi le Route.  I t  is  impor tant 
to note that  the stops be ing mapped are on ly  wi th in the pro ject  locat ion,  and most routes extend 
beyond that  area:

Route 2- Georgetown Rd.
Route 4- Newtown P ike
Route 6- Nor th Broadway
Route 7- Nor th L imestone
Route 9- East land
Route 10- Hamburg Pav i l ion
Route 24- Tro l ley B lue
Route 25- Tro l ley Green

Bus Routes That  In tersect  S i te

Red Mi le Bus Route

Si te 



B u s  S h e l t e r  I n e q u i t y



SITE AREA BUS STOP TYPES

Three d i f ferent  types of  s tops were ident i f ied a long the routes: 

+Pole- s ign ind icat ing a bus stop,  usua l ly  on post  or  l ight  po le
+Bench- a bus stop wi th a bench ava i lab le for  passengers to s i t  on
+Shel ter-  a bus stop wi th a covered enclosure to sh ie ld passengers

Pole

Bench

Shel ter



B u s  S h e l t e r  I n e q u i t y



RED MILE ROUTE

The Red Mi le route was estab l ished to he lp prov ide access between the Univers i ty  of  Kentucky 
campus and co l lege students l i v ing of f -campus in apar tment complexes a long Red Mi le Rd. and 
Angl iana Ave.  I t  is  the most heav i ly  ut i l i zed route in Lex ington,  but  i t  is  most ly  l imi ted to un ivers i ty 
s tudents and persons t rave l ing to campus, not  hav ing much use for  r iders outs ide of  the un ivers i ty 
system. Compared to the s i te area,  Red Mi le has a h igh she l ter  ra te.

Pole

Bench

Shel ter



B u s  S h e l t e r  I n e q u i t y



SPATIAL INEQUITY OF SHELTER: 
A PROPORTIONAL COMPARISON OF STOP TYPE

This graphic d isp lays a breakdown of  s top type per  route,  mak ing c lear  the spat ia l  inequal i ty 
between routes in the s i te area and the Red Mi le route.  Overa l l ,  the s i te area has 154 stops and 
on ly  14 she l ters d is t r ibuted a long those routes.  In  cont rast ,  the Red Mi le route has a tota l  o f  26 
stops,  seven of  which have she l ters.  Col lect ive ly,  the s i te area has 43 mi les of  bus routes wi th 14 
she l ters,  which means there are approx imate ly  0.33 she l ters per  mi le.  However,  the Red Mi le route 
is  approx imate ly  5 mi les long and wi th the seven she l ters,  equals to 1.4 she l ters per  mi le.



B u s  S h e l t e r  I n e q u i t y

Red Mi le Road

Nor th L imestone

Newtown P ike

Nor th Broadway

Georgetown Road

East land

Hamburg Pav i l ion

Tro l ley B lue

Tro l ley Green



RIDERSHIP

This map shows the average da i ly  bus stop r idersh ip at  each stop a long the routes.  The la rger 
the c i rc le,  the greater  the da i ly  number of  r iders that  ut i l i ze the stop.  Data came f rom a Lext ran 
Comprehens ive Operat iona l  Ana lys is:  Ex is t ing Condi t ions Analys is,  produced by Parsons 
Br inckerhof f  in  2014. The stars represent  bus stops wi th she l ter.  As you can see,  the s i te area 
has a p lethora of  h igh use stops lack ing she l ter,  expos ing r iders to dangerous weather  condi t ions. 
Th is spat ia l  inequi ty  of  she l ter  is  ind icat ive of  the socia l  inequi ty  seen throughout the s i te area.  

39-99 Riders

25-39 Riders

10-25 Riders

00-10 Riders

Covered Shel ter



B u s  S h e l t e r  I n e q u i t y



PROPOSED SHELTERS

Based on the in format ion g iven about  the average da i ly  r idersh ip per  s top and the stop type,  these 
locat ions that  have a r idersh ip h igh enough to just i fy  the use of  a she l ter.  The threshold as set  at 
a min imum of  25 r iders per  day.  Us ing th is  threshold va lue,  over  34 addi t iona l  s tops are e l ig ib le 
for  a bus she l ter  wi th in the study area. 
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U n e v e n  H o u s i n g  L a n d s c a p e

LEXINGTON’S UNEVEN HOUSING LANDSCAPE

We’ve at tempted to take a snapshot of  the cur rent  hous ing landscape in Nor theast  Lex ington.  Our 
focus is  on the ser ious problem of  hous ing af fordabi l i ty  and on the concent rated pr ivate ownersh ip 
of  land by a handfu l  o f  ind iv idua ls and ent i t ies.  We seek to shed l ight  on the pers is tence of 
‘she l ter  pover ty,’  a  term used by Michael  Stone to descr ibe the denia l  o f  a un iversa l  need for  and 
r ight  to hous ing that  is  an af fordable soc ia l  ent i t lement ra ther  than an expens ive commodi ty.



IS HOUSING AFFORDABLE?

Using GRAPI  (gross rent  as percent  of  income) data,  th is  map shows the percentage of 
households in the study s i te that  pay more than 30% of  the i r  income towards hous ing costs.  The 
Uni ted States Depar tment of  Hous ing and Urban Development states that  30% of  income is an 
af fordable hous ing cost .  Accord ing to the data and th is  v isua l izat ion,  a lmost  ha l f  o f  households in 
th is  area pay an unnaf fordable GRAPI .

Type of Housing
Efficiency (studio apt.) 1 Bedroom 2 Bedroom 3 Bedroom 4 Bedroom 

Avg. monthly 
housing costs $508 $593 $776 $1,105 $1,237 

Avg. yearly 
housing costs $6,906 $7,116 $9,312 $13,206 $14,844 

Yearly earnings 
necessary* $20,320 $23,720 $31,040 $44,020 $49,480 
Housing wage ** $9.78/hour $11.40/hour $14.93/hour $21.18/hour $23.80/hour 

Number of 
minimum- wage
jobs necessary 

1.35 1 .57 2.06 2 .92 3.28

  
*assuming no more than 30% of income is spent on housing; earnings necessary to cover only housing costs  
**minimum hourly wage necessary to cover only housing costs 
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THE SPATIAL REACH OF MAJOR LANDLORDS

Each of  the fo l lowing maps shows the “spat ia l  reach” of  a major  landlord in nor theast  Lex ington. 
We have drawn l ines f rom the point  a t  which a landlord l i ves to the mul t ip le po ints at  which 
the i r  tenants l i ve.  These l ines revea l  the power that  a few ind iv idua ls exerc ise over  many more 
ind iv idua ls by way of  the i r  pr ivate c la ims to var ious proper t ies that  a l low them to exc lude people 
f rom us ing a res idence wi thout  mak ing renta l  payments.  The concent rated ownersh ip of  land 
by pr ivate actors enables weal th ier  people to ext ract  money f rom poorer  people,  lead ing to an 
ent renchment of  inequal i ty.  The geographies of  d ispossess ion engendered by the pr ivat izat ion of 
hous ing sheds l ight  on the impor tance of  promot ing more co l lect ive forms of  landownersh ip that 
cou ld make a more socia l ly  just  prov is ion of  hous ing poss ib le.
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Ada Mae Clem Camden Proper t ies LLC Dixon Enterpr ises LLC

Donald and Ruth Schi l l ing Dust in Beat ty Emergency Management LLC



FCH Development LLC Fox Den Proper t ies LLC Hagerman Ct LLC

I&J Investment LLC Issa Shalash James and Janet  Estepp
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James Wal ler Joe Johnson Lex ington Homeowners LLC

Mar ty Cl i f ford Michael  Sobolewsk i NoLi CDC



Omead Proper t ies LLC Paul  Fugazz i Rober t  and Dani ta Hodge

WB Hold ings LLC West S ide Proper t ies LLC
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WHO OWNS THIS STREET?

The fo l lowing maps are revea l ing examples of  the concent rated pr ivate ownersh ip of  land. I t  is 
not  unusual  for  over  30 percent  of  the proper t ies on a s ing le st reet  to be owned by a handfu l 
o f  ind iv idua ls and/or  pr ivate ent i t ies.  We have s ing led out  three cases in Nor theast  Lex ington: 
Jef ferson St reet  and Ross Avenue between West Th i rd St reet  and West Four th St reet ,  where 18 
out  of  57 parce ls,  or  32% of  hous ing,  is  owned by three actors;  Smi th St reet  and Addie St reet 
between West Four th St reet  and West F i f th St reet ,  where 20 out  of  53 parce ls,  or  38% of  hous ing, 
is  owned by three actors;  and Eddie St reet  and York St reet ,  where 24 out  of  45 parce ls,  or  53% of 
hous ing,  is  owned by three actors.

Adding insu l t  to in jur y is  the fact  that  many,  though not  a l l ,  o f  these t ransact ions have been made 
in the past  8 years,  in  a context  of  economic hardsh ip fo l lowing the g loba l  f inanc ia l  cr is is .  Due 
to the d is t ressed character  of  some of  the hous ing stock in these areas—stemming f rom long-
standing and geographica l ly  uneven pat terns of  d is investment in  the bu i l t  env i ronment as wel l  as 
a more recent  wave of  forec losures —severa l  o f  the homes that  have been obta ined by investors/
landlords were purchased at  re la t ive ly  low pr ices.



What i f ,  ra ther  than a l lowing for-prof i t  ent i t ies ( i .e .  investors/ landlords)  that  are commit ted to 
ext ract ing the max imum amount of  rent  poss ib le to cont ro l  access to hous ing by way of  the i r 
pr ivate ownersh ip of  a growing number of  proper t ies,  we instead mobi l i zed publ ic  funds to enable 
the purchase of  d is t ressed proper t ies by not- for-prof i t  ent i t ies ( i .e .  governmenta l  agencies/
communi ty  land t rusts ) ,  which would fac i l i ta te the convers ion of  hous ing f rom an expens ive 
commodi ty  (where access depends on the ab i l i ty  o f  an ind iv idua l  to devote a h igh propor t ion of 
income to make renta l  or  mor tgage payments)  in to a permanent ly  a f fordable soc ia l  r ight  (where 
un iversa l  access and a greater  secur i ty  of  tenure could be guaranteed)? Imagine,  in  other  words,  a 
more socia l ly  just  hous ing landscape where everyone has access to adequate she l ter  wi thout  fear 
of  d isp lacement !
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Jef ferson St

Ross Ave

W Four th St

W Thi rd St

Dixon A ly



JEFFERSON STREET

JOE JOHNSON
2/57 Parce ls
4% of  St reet
Purchased on 9/30/80 and 6/11/13
( less than $40,000 cons iderat ion)

I  & J INVESTMENTS
7/57 Parce ls
12% of  St reet
A l l  Purchased on 3/31/00
( tax forec losure)

DIXON ENTERPRISES LLC
9/57 Parce ls
16% of  St reet
Purchased Between 1/10/02-4/7/10
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York St

Eddie St



EDDIE STREET

MICHAEL SOBOLESKI
17/63 of  Eddie St  Parce ls
27% of  St reet
Purchased Between 5/25/05-11/28/07

MARTY CLIFFORD
7/45 York St  Parce ls
16% of  St reet
Purchased Between 4/25/13-8/29/14

NoLi  CDC
17/45 York St  Parce ls
38% of  St reet
Purchased Between 1/18/13-11/15/13
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SMITH STREET

WEST SIDE PROPERTIES LLC
16/53 Parce ls
30% of  St reet
Purchased between 2/21/13-1/9/15
( forec losure & less than $40,000 cons iderat ion)

DUSTIN BEATTY
2/53 Parce ls
4% of  St reet
Purchased Between 8/29/07-4/17/13

ISSA SALASH
2/53 Parce ls
4% of  St reet
Purchased On 12/11/06

U n e v e n  H o u s i n g  L a n d s c a p e



WIFI  DENSITY

Mapping W iF i  ava i lab l i ty  f rom Fayet te Park to Jef ferson St reet  and E lsmere Park to Nor th Upper 
St reet  i l lust ra tes the d is t inct  d ivergence between these two sect ions of  Nor theast  Lex ington.  The 
Fayet te and E lsmere Park ne ighborhoods are assumed to be much more af f luent  than the tenants 
on Jef ferson,  Smi th,  and N Upper St reets due to the ava i lab le in ternet  access points.  Th is is 
exh ib i ted on the map, us ing W iF i  dens i ty  as a medium. 
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SURVEYED AREA

The Bluegrass Trust  for  H is tor ic Presentat ion (BGT) is  a non-prof i t  organ izat ion that  advocates for 
the preservat ion of  h is tor ic bu i ld ings in cent ra l  Kentucky.   The BGT Plaque Program is the Trust ’s 
most  v is ib le and pr inc ipa l  fundra is ing program.  The parce ls in  b lack represent  s t ructures that 
have been awarded a BGT p laque in the surveyed area.   In  order  to obta in a p laque the st ructure 
must  be f i f ty  years o ld and the appl icat ion must  conta in a h is tory of  the st ructure,  photographs, 
and a $150 fee.  The boundar ies of  the surveyed area are Main St reet ,  Loudon Avenue, W inchester 
Road, and Newtown P ike. 
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ELSMERE PARK VS. N UPPER ACREAGE AND FAIR CASH VALUE 

The spat ia l  inequal i t ies of  E lsmere Park and Nor th Upper St reet  are represented by parce l  acreage 
s ize as wel l  as the fa i r  cash va lue of  the proper t ies in th is  area.   There are 29 proper t ies located 
on E lsmere Park and 49 on Nor th Upper St reet .   The average parce l  s ize on E lsmere Park is 
0.1952 acres whi le  the s ize is  0.0869 acres a long Nor th Upper St reet .   The average fa i r  cash 
va lue of  a proper ty  on E lsmere Park is  $224,838 versus $37,218 on Nor th Upper St reet .   Even 
wi th the c lose prox imi ty  of  these two st reets the parce l  s ize and fa i r  cash va lue show the d is t inct 
d ispar i t ies of  the area.

FAIR CASH VALUE

$0 -  $45,000
$45,000 -  $ 105,000
$105,000 -  $212,000
$212,000 -  $280,000
$280,000 -  $367,000
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Owner

Renter

The fo l lowing images depict  the houses located on E lsmere Park and Nor th Upper St reet 
between Six th and Seventh St reets.  They demonst rate the juxtapos i t ion of  weal th and pover ty 
ex is t ing between these two st reets.  E lsmere Park has 29 lots whi le  Upper St reet  has 49.  These 
inequal i t ies are shown through the average fa i r  cash va lue,  average acre s ize,  and the owner/
renter  percentage. F ina l ly,  the percentage of  owners and renters on E lsmere Park is  93% owner 
whi le  on Nor th Upper i t  is  78% renter.   B lue Grass Trust  houses are represented in b lack and 
whi te whi le  non Blue Grass Trust  houses are shown as l ine drawings.
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SOCIAL VALUE vs.  FAIR CASH VALUE

Façade Dichotomy is  an explorat ion of  the socia l  bar r ie rs that  a f fect  in teract ion between publ ic 
and pr ivate space in the nor theastern quadrant  of  Lex ington,  KY. The data that  was surveyed and 
documented maps res ident ia l  f ront  porch presence, ar twork,  and beware of  dog s igns in E lsmere 
Park,  on Nor th Upper St reet ,  and at  the in tersect ion of  Nor th L imestone and Loudon Avenues. 
These maps i l lust ra te a cont rad ict ion in proper ty  facades wi th in the study area.  Socia l  Va lue is 
used to represent  the amount of  communal  in teract ion that  is  observed in the sector  or  that  is 
encouraged by bu i ld ing facades. Socia l  va lue a lso suggests a h igh leve l  o f  permeabi l i ty  between 
publ ic  and pr ivate space. Th is va lue was qua l i ta t ive ly  ca lcu lated by examin ing the presence of 
ar twork and porches.  Ar twork suggests more permeabi l i ty  between publ ic  and pr ivate space 
and a h igher  soc ia l  va lue.  “Beware of  dog” s igns are used to c loud permeabi l i ty  between publ ic 
and pr ivate space in sectors that  have a fa i r  soc ia l  va lue.  These s igns are a way of  c la iming and 
pro ject ing pr ivate ownersh ip.  Fa i r  cash va lue is  the va lue of  the proper ty  i f  so ld in an open and 
f ree market  that  represents the monetary va lue of  a parce l  in  th is  ne ighborhood. 

Ar twork

Beware of  Dog Sign
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ELSMERE PARK SECTOR

This sector  features homes wi th qu i te h igh Fa i r  Cash Va lue but  a very low Socia l  Va lue.  Homes here 
are much more d isconnected f rom the publ ic  sphere as they are s i tuated h igher  than st reet  leve l 
and feature ostentat ious facades. There is  very l i t t le  in teract ion between publ ic  and pr ivate space.

FAIR CASH VALUE
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NORTH UPPER STREET SECTOR

This sector  features homes wi th lower Fa i r  Cash Va lues but  a lso an area of  fa i r  Socia l  Va lue.  The 
“Beware of  Dog” s igns are th is  sector ’s  way of  c louding permeabi l i ty  between publ ic  and pr ivate 
space. There is  qu i te a b i t  o f  in teract ion between publ ic  and pr ivate space in the sense that  there 
is  much in teract ion between people on s idewalks and f ront  porches.

FAIR CASH VALUE
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NORTH L IMESTONE SECTOR

This sector  is  main ly  commerc ia l  but  the few homes there have an average Fa i r  Cash Va lue. 
Ar twork in th is  sector  is  seen as an engagement in  soc iab i l i ty.  The Socia l  Va lue is  qu i te h igh due 
to the h igh leve l  o f  permeabi l i ty  between publ ic  and pr ivate space. 

FAIR CASH VALUE
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